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THE WISDOM OF
COMPROMISE.

Let’s use it wisely to address immigration now.

The essence of democratic politics means each one of us gives a little so that together
we all can win big. The Senate must pass a good bill so the House of Representatives

can consider the issue and together, move forward. Only by compromising can we
hope to get a grip on illegal immigration.

That’s what we need to remember this
week: if we want to fix the system, this
is our only opportunity. The choice isn’t
between the Senate package and some
better answer waiting in the wings. It’s
between this solution and no solution at
all. The Senate package delivers a little
something for everyone and a lot
for America:

1. Secure our borders.

The Senate bill will more than double
the number of agents on the border. It
will construct fencing and vehicle barriers.
It will vastly improve the technology we
deploy along the frontier. And all of this
before any of the other provisions of the

bill take effect. Creating a “wall of wealth”

could help eliminate illegal immigration as
well as illegal activity by reducing poverty.

2. Enforce our laws.

Next to securing the border, we need
to get control in the workplace. We need
to give employers the ability to identify
who the legal workers are. This means
new tamper-proof, biometric ID cards
and a new, improved computer system to
verify the information they hold. It also
means more effective workplace enforce-
ment and tougher penalties for employers
who break the law. And all of this, too,
will have to be in place before any other
provisions of the bill take effect.

3. Match legal workers with jobs.

It’s a fact of life: you can’t grow a busi-
ness without new workers. But American

baby boomers are retiring, American
families are having fewer children and
Americans across the board are more
educated than ever before. That means
that we need foreign workers, both skilled
and unskilled. And we need to give them
a legal way to enter the country and find
jobs. The answer in the Senate bill: a tem-
porary worker program that will be good
not just for the economy, but for border
security too. After all, once the busboys
and gardeners are entering the country in
a legal way, the Border Patrol agent will
have more time and energy to concentrate
on drug-runners and potential terrorists.

4. Treat human and family
issues with sensitivity.

The Senate package deals pragmati-
cally with the unauthorized immigrants
already here. We can’t deport 12 million
people, and nothing we can do is likely
to force them to go home. So, for security
reasons and to restore the rule of law, we
need to make it possible for them to earn
their way onto the right side of the law.
The Senate bill requires them to come
forward, register with the government,
pay a $1,000 fine, undergo a background
check and prove they are working and
paying taxes. Those who want to become
citizens will have to pay another $4,000
and return to their home countries to
apply. It will take at least 13 years of
working, paying taxes and learning
English to become a citizen. In the mean-
time, formerly unauthorized workers will
be ineligible for welfare or social security.

5. Help immigrants become
Americans.

The lessons of American history leave
no doubt: the key to our success as a nation
of immigrants is to help integrate the
newcomers who settle here. The Senate
bill will create some new requirements:
newly legalized workers will have to learn
English and pass a test on American
history and government in order to renew
their visas. But the bill will also provide
for additional help: the Department of
Homeland Security’s Office of Citizen-
ship will be better equipped to welcome
newly arriving immigrants and assist
those already here. And the Department
of Education will make a state-of-the-art
English-language course available for free
on the Internet.

The Senate bill is only the beginning.

Much more is needed.

We need to help Mexico create more
jobs there so fewer Mexicans want to
come to the U.S. We need to create
incentives to encourage temporary workers
to return to their homeland when their
work stints are done. We need to do more
— much more - to help those who choose
to stay in America succeed.

For new ideas on all of this and more,
go to MATT.org. We’re Mexicans &
Americans Thinking Together about how
to solve the problems we face together.
And we can help you become part of
the solution.

We’re here to help. Log on to MATT.org

Mexicans & Americans Thinking Together is a 501(c)(4) non-profit organization with no political
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